184                         SHORT STORIES
Who is he, anyway, to be insolent to the headman
of the village ?  You should have asked him what
he meant by his nonsense and slapped him on the
cheek."    Ugrappa replied :    " If our child beats
me- on the cheek am I to beat him in return ?   If
the child beats, I can stand it.    If I beat, can the
child stand it?" "What wife bore you Chinnappa?"
came the query. Ugrappa said :   " If a landowner
gets angry, the headman can come to no harm,
but if the headman should become angry, will the
landowner live ?    It  is a  festival  day: forgive
him,"  After this was the long and elaborate bath
of the New Year's  Day.    After  that was the
standing  before  God and offering  incense and
distributing jaggery to half a dozen houses and
taking the tender leaf of the neem tree with a
little jaggery which had been placed before God
by the priest and sent after consecration.    When
"all this was over, the headman took his food with
the children and rested a little.
Not a quarter of an hour passed. The village
watchman came and reported that, as the cattle of
the village were grazing on the village plain, a
panther had attacked them, and that Ranga, the
chief cowherd, had gone at it with his club and
beaten it to death. The panther's carcass had been
brought and placed in front of the chavadi, The